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Introduction:  
Jumps racing is a sport which involves thoroughbred racehorses 
competing to win a race while having to jump over obstacles. 
Depending on and height of these obstacles, they are either referred 
to as hurdles (1 metre) or fences (1.15 metres) in steeplechasing. The 
obstacles are made of a metal frame, covered by a rubber matting on 
the leading side, topped with a brush top. At some racecourses such 
as Oakbank, live hedges are also used as fences for steeplechase 
races.  
 
Jumps races are typically longer in distance compared with flat races, 
and can be as long as 5.5km with up to 33 obstacles (Grand Annual 
Steeplechase in Warrnambool). In South Australia, the longest jumps 
race is the Great Eastern Steeplechase being run over 4950 metres. The 
jumps racing season typically runs for six months from March through to 
September each year.  
 
Despite minor alterations to the operation of jumps racing over recent 
years, the conduct of the sport itself has not significantly changed. For 
example the length of races has remained constant, the number of 
obstacles that need to be negotiated has not significantly reduced, 
and the fundamental requirement to jump obstacles in a racing 
environment has remained.  
 
As a consequence, there has been no improvement in the fall rate or 
death rate of horses that compete in jumps races, other than the 
standard fluctuations that are seen year to year. Therefore, community 
anger at the continuation of jumps racing has continued to grow and 
each racehorse death in jumps racing demonstrates that the sport can 
never be made safe.  
 
 
Size of the industry and distribution of jumps racing between states: 
Currently, Victoria and South Australia are the only two states where 
jumps racing is still conducted. All states which previously conducted 
jumps racing have ceased it on either animal welfare or economic 
grounds, with the most recent state to abandon jumps racing being 
Tasmania in 2007.  
 
Approximately 85 jumps races are held each year across the two 
states, with Victoria hosting 75% of them. In addition, despite the small 
number of trainers, jockeys and horses involved in jumps racing, the 



majority of them are based in Victoria, with South Australia playing a 
very small role in jumps racing.  
 
In 2015, South Australia conducted only 19 jumps races and 9 jumps 
trials out of the total 85 races and 120 trials for the entire jumps racing 
season, representing a share of 22.4% and 7.5% respectively.  
 
2015	  Season	   SA	   VIC	   TOTAL	   SA	  share	  

Races	   19	   66	   85	   22.4%	  
Trials	   9	   111	   120	   7.5%	  

 
A recently published paper (Ruse, et al 2015) examined jumps racing 
events over a three year period (2012-2014 inclusive) and highlighted 
some telling points about jumps racing: [1] 
 

• Jumps races make up less than 1.5% of total races in VIC & SA 
• The South Australian Jockey Club (who wants to abandon jumps 

racing) held 44% of South Australian jumps races 
• 438 individual horses competed in jumps races throughout the 

study period (an average of 146 per year) 
• 55% of horses competed 3 times or less over the three year 

period 
• 22% of horses raced only once throughout the three year period 
• Just one Victorian trainer accounted for 20% of all jumps starts in 

South Australia 
• Of the five trainers who accounted for 50% of jumps starts in 

South Australia, two were from Victoria and one from New 
Zealand 

• Just ten jockeys accounted for 62.1% of all jumps starts  
 
The findings by Ruse and colleagues demonstrate that jumps racing is 
a sport with very low industry participation, which is dominated by a 
handful of key players.  
 
In addition, most of the trainers, jockeys and horses involved in jumps 
racing are based in Victoria, meaning that a ban in South Australia 
would have little impact on employment. The table below highlights 
the reduction of trainer, jockey and horse participation in jumps racing 
from 1999-2013.  
 
Jockeys	  and	  trainers	  involved	  in	  Victorian	  jumps	  racing	  from	  1999-‐2013	  
	   1999	   2013	   Reduction	  (%)	  

Trainers	   223	   66	   70	  
Jockeys	   59	   26	   56	  
Horses	   422	   183	   57	  

Source:	  racingvictoria.net.au	  
 
 
	  



Number	  of	  horses	  that	  raced	  in	  South	  Australian	  jumps	  racing	  between	  2011	  and	  
2015	  

Year	   2011	   2012	   2013	   2014	   2015	  
No.	  horses	   89	   85	   71	   87	   56	  
	  
As demonstrated above, the number of horses who participate in 
jumps races in South Australia has declined since 2011 with only 56 
horses competing in 2015. It should be noted that many of these horses 
are from Victoria and may only travel interstate for one or two races a 
year.  
 
Matt Stewart of the Herald Sun noted that in 2014, there were only 11 
registered jumps horses in SA.[2] Additionally, in 2015, Thoroughbred 
Racing SA lists just nine jockeys who are licenced for jumps racing in 
South Australia. [3] 
 
 
Interstate Perspective: 
In 1997, NSW legislated against hurdle races and steeplechases under 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act making it illegal for any person 
to participate in a jumps race. Other states have ended jumps racing 
either due to economic factors or lack of popularity: 
 
1903 – QLD 
1941 – WA 
1988 – ACT 
1997 – NSW 
2007 - TAS 
 
 
Animal Cruelty: 
The concern for the welfare of horses participating in jumps races 
throughout Australia is not a new phenomenon with opposition to 
jumps racing dating almost as far back as the introduction of the sport 
in 1838. The first Australian protest against jumps racing was held in 
Sydney in 1848.  
 
In 1991, a Senate Select Committee on Animal Welfare examined 
evidence from animal welfare organisations, and pro-jumps racing 
bodies and concluded:  
 

“Based on the evidence received during the inquiry, the 
Committee has serious concerns about the welfare of horses 
participating in jump races. These concerns are based on the 
significant probability of a horse suffering serious injury or even 
death as a result of participating in these events and, in 
particular, steeplechasing. This concern is exacerbated by 
evidence suggesting that, even with improvements to the height 
and placing of jumps, training and education, the fatality rate 
would remain constant. The Committee, therefore, can only 



conclude that there is an inherent conflict between these 
activities and animal welfare. Accordingly, the Committee is of 
the view that relevant State Governments should phase out jump 
racing over the next three years.” [4] 

 
Following on from the Senate Select Committee on Animal Welfare’s 
report, jumps racing has been reviewed seven times due to the high 
rates of injuries and fatalities. The reviews were conducted as follows: 

• 1994 – Victoria Racing Club 
• 1998 – Victoria Racing Club 
• 2002 – Racing Victoria Limited 
• 2005 – Racing Victoria Limited 
• 2008 – Hon. David Jones, commissioned by Racing Victoria 

Limited 
• 2009 – Racing Victoria Limited 
• 2010 – Racing Victoria Limited 

 
While each review has brought about changes to the conduct of 
jumps racing (such as heightening and lowering jumps, converting to 
brush obstacles, etc.), only one measure has seen a reduction in 
fatalities – that is the withdrawing of horses during a race who are not 
in contention, which was introduced following the 2010 review. The 
number of horses who ‘failed to finish’ (as referred to by stewards 
reports) tripled in 2011 compared to 2010. While in the short term this 
may have saved the lives of a number of jumps horses, it demonstrates 
that the only effective way to prevent horse fatalities and injuries is to 
not place a horse in the path of danger in the first place.  
 
Bailey and colleagues (Bailey, et al 1998) highlighted the obvious risk 
factor of placing obstacles in the path of racing horses, and the 
subsequent fatalities that ensued, stating:  
 

“(t)he most notable risk factor was the type of race.  … The 
presence of barriers is the most obvious factor placing horses in 
jumping races at greater risk and the finding that the majority of 
jumping fatalities were associated with a fall supports this.   …(I)t 
is possible that because jumping races are run over longer 
distances and horses carry a greater weight than flat racing 
horses, the jumps may pose an even greater obstacle for 
fatigued horses.” [5] 

 
In 2006, the Equine Veterinary Journal published an article titled Risk of 
fatality and causes of death of Thoroughbred horses associated with 
racing in Victoria, Australia: 1989–2004. The study examined all 
Victorian racehorse deaths between 1989 and 2004, and found that 
jumps racing was a significant contributor to racehorse fatalities, 
proving to be 19 times more dangerous than flat racing, with 8.3 
deaths per 1000 starts. This is compared with 0.44 deaths per 1000 starts 
in flat racing for the same period. [6] 
 



The trend of an increased rate of fatalities of jumps horses compared 
with flat horses is consistent internationally, with USA recording 3.9 
deaths per 1000 starts (Stephen et al. 2003) and the UK recording 5.6 
per 1000 starts (Wood et al. 2002). The risk of fatality in a Victorian jumps 
race was twice that of the USA, and 50% greater than the UK. [7,8] 
 
Summary	  of	  falls,	  deaths,	  lost	  riders	  and	  horses	  who	  failed	  to	  finish	  in	  Victorian	  
and	  South	  Australian	  jumps	  racing	  from	  2011-‐2015	  	  

Year	   Races	   Starters	   Falls	   Deaths	   Lost	  
Riders	  

Failed	  
to	  

Finish	  

Fall	  Rate	  
(starters)

%	  

Death	  
Rate	  

(starters)
%	  

Combined	  %	  
of	  horses	  
who	  did	  
finish	  the	  
race*	  

2011	   92	   732	   42	   8	   17	   69	   5.74	   1.09	   18.58	  
2012	   91	   697	   32	   4	   10	   71	   4.59	   0.57	   16.79	  
2013	   88	   682	   26	   3	   9	   64	   3.81	   0.44	   14.96	  
2014	   82	   610	   22	   3	   11	   59	   3.61	   0.49	   15.57	  
2015	   85	   665	   24	   3	   22	   61	   3.61	   0.45	   16.54	  

Average	   87.6	   677.2	   29.2	   4.2	   13.8	   64.8	   4.27	   0.61	   16.49	  

*Includes	  falls,	  deaths,	  lost	  riders	  and	  failed	  to	  finish	  
 
The above table demonstrates the combined statistics for Victoria and 
South Australian jumps racing from 2011 through to 2015. While on initial 
inspection the death rate to starters may appear low, this is due solely 
to a concerted effort by the racing industry to withdraw horses from 
races early due to the fear of a backlash against the sport. However 
the figures above demonstrate than on average 16.5% of horses will 
not finish a jumps race due to a death, fall, lost rider or failed to finish. 
While in the short term this may prevent some horses from coming to 
grief, it certainly isn’t popular for punters who lose their money when a 
horse doesn’t finish a race, regardless of the reason.  
 
The below figures demonstrate the number of deaths as a ratio to 
individual runners (horses) as there is only a limited pool of horses who 
can be entered into jumps races.  
 
VIC & SA combined 

• 2012 – 4 deaths from 178 individual runners; 1:45 horses will die 
• 2013 – 3 deaths from 212 individual runners; 1:71 horses will die 
• 2014 – 4 deaths from 194 individual runners; 1:49 horses will die 
• 2015 – 3 deaths from 177 individual runners; 1:59 horses will die 

 
It must also be noted that these figures do not include jumps horses 
that were killed during jumps racing trials as follows:  

• 2012 – 2 deaths in trials 
• 2013 – 3 deaths in trials 
• 2014 – 1 death in a trial 
• 2015 – 2 deaths in trials 

 



The danger of jumps racing is anecdotally demonstrated by the racing 
industry’s expectation that a horse will come to grief – evidenced by 
the fact that in each jumps race, a ute and “green screen” follow the 
pack of horses should one require euthanasia. In major events such at 
the Oakbank Easter Carnival or the Warrnambool Carnival, green 
screens are strategically placed around the course alongside jumps so 
they are within reaching distance to shield the public from the reality of 
jumps racing.  This does not occur in flat racing.  

 
Image: Track attendants at Oakbank place green screens near jumps during the 
Easter Carnival in 2012.  
 
 
Attrition rate of horses participating in jumps racing:  
While the fall and death rates of horses competing on the racetrack 
are confronting, there is a larger toll that jumps racing takes on horses 
which is rarely publicised – the attrition rate of horses.  
 
The Coalition for the Protection of Racehorses sources race data on 
the number of horses who participate in jumps racing events from 
Victorian and South Australian Stewards Reports.  
 
In 2014, 193 individual horses competed in jumps races across Victoria 
and South Australia. Only 93 of those horses reappeared in jumps 
races, trials or flat races in 2015 leaving an attrition rate of 51.8%.  

This high attrition rate is also highlighted by Ruse and colleagues in the 
recently published paper Jump Horse Safety: Reconciling Public 
Debate and Australian Thoroughbred Jump Racing Data, 2012–2014 
(Ruse, et al 2015) which studied jumps racing data from 2012-2014 
inclusive. The authors found that of the horses that raced in 2012, 63% 



did not race the following year in 2013, jumping to 79% in 2014. Only 
14% raced in all three seasons. Of the 2013 cohort, the attrition rate was 
71% in 2014. [1] 

It is likely that due to the inherent risk involved in jumps racing, many 
horses who participate will sustain non-lethal, albeit career-ending 
injuries which see them exit the racing industry in large numbers just 
one year after participating in a jumps race. Some of these injuries can 
include bowed tendons, muscle tears and other musculoskeletal 
injuries. While minor in nature, these injuries can see many horses 
discarded to knackeries or slaughterhouses, and are simply 
untraceable. The attrition rate of horses in jumps racing is the true 
measure of danger in the sport.  

 
Case studies of unnecessary animal suffering: 
Hanging Rock, Taken At The Flood, Woolzone & Shrogginet 
In April 2009, four horses were killed in three separate jumps racing 
events or trials in just four days.  
 
Shrogginet was the first of four horses to lose his life after being killed 
during a jumps racing trial at Cranbourne in Victoria. Just two days 
later, Taken At The Flood and Woolzone both lost their lives in jumps 
racing events in South Australia, and was closely followed by Hanging 
Rock who raced at Yarra Valley the following day and snapped his leg 
during a race.  
 
Pride Of Westbury, Hassle & Clearview Bay - 2009: 
During the three day Warrnambool jumps racing carnival, three jumps 
horses were killed in three separate races in just two days. 
 
Pride Of Westbury was the first to be killed after snapping his neck 
during the Galleywood Hurdle.  
 
Hassle was euthanised after shattering a sesamoid on the final day of 
the carnival, and was shortly followed by Clearview Bay who was killed 
during the Grand Annual Steeplechase.  
 
The three deaths in short succession lead to an immediate albeit 
temporary suspension of jumps racing. One month later it was given a 
green light to continue, and ended up being one of the worst years on 
record, resulting in Racing Victoria deciding to discontinue jumps 
racing at the end of the 2009 season. However shortly after, Racing 
Victoria reversed its decision to end the sport, and jumps racing has 
continued to injure and kill horses.  
 
Sirrocean Storm – 2010: 
On the 5th of May 2010, Sirrcoean Storm was competing in a jumps 
race during the three day Warrnambool carnival. Sirrocean Storm’s leg 
connected with the jump as he was going over it resulting in a severe 
deformity to his canon bone. The injury was so severe that the horse’s 



leg was completely inverted that its hoof was facing the sky. A 
racetrack attendant then grabbed Sirrocean Storm by the ears 
attempting to drag him off the course before the rest of the field came 
around again. The RSPCA in Victoria considered prosecuting this case 
for animal cruelty.  
 
Marc Of Thunder and Satu San - 2010: 
During the running of the Yalumba Classic Hurdle at the 2010 Oakbank 
carnival, Marc Of Thunder broke down during the race due to injury. 
Seconds later, Satu San collided into the back of Marc Of Thunder, 
resulting in both horses suffering fatal injuries. The green screens were 
erected around both horses as they were euthanised under the 
watchful eye of 100,000 spectators who attended Oakbank that year.  
 
Banna Strand – 2011: 
During the running of the Grand Annual Steeplechase at Warrnambool 
in 2011, Banna Strand made headlines after losing his rider mid-race, 
and then launching over a two-metre fence into a crowd of 
spectators. The incident resulted in multiple people being taken to 
hospital, and highlights the danger of riderless horses which is a 
common occurrence in jumps racing due to falls or lost riders.  
 
Virvacity and Art Success - 2012: 
Virvacity had previously won the Von Doussa steeplechase at 
Oakbank, and just a few short years later, that same race would 
become his last. Virvacity fell and fractured a shoulder during the 2012 
Oakbank carnival, and was quickly euthanised on track in front of 
racegoers, before his lifeless body was whisked away in a float. 
 

 
Image: Virvacity waiting in the stalls at Oakbank during the 2012 Easter Carnival. This 
image was captured moments before Virvacity ran his final race – the Von Doussa 
Steeplechase.   



Just two days later, Art Success was competing in the Great Eastern 
Steeplechase, despite having competed at Oakbank just two days 
prior. While Art Success did not fall, he did not finish the race, and was 
walked off the course raising suspicion. Shortly after, it was revealed 
that Art Success had in fact suffered a fractured pelvis, and was 
euthanised away from public view.  
 
 
Comparison with other equine sports: 
While a popular argument among jumps racing enthusiasts is that 
jumps racing is not dissimilar to other horse sports which involve jumping 
(such as show jumping), there are several key differences which need 
to be considered.  
 
Show jumping is a sport where an individual horse and rider are 
required to successfully clear a series of wooden poles which rest 
delicately on a stand (referred to as a ‘wing’).  The light touch of a 
hoof will cause the jump pole to fall down indicating that the jump has 
not successfully been executed.  
 
Cross-country is the jumping phase of eventing/horse trials – a triathlon 
of horse competitions. It tests the endurance and ability of an 
individual horse, demonstrates the rider’s knowledge of pace, and 
riding a horse across country terrain. Furthermore, there is an optimum 
time specified to complete the course, and riders are penalised if they 
complete the course too quickly.  
 
With both of these horse sports there are two key fundamental 
differences to how they are conducted. Firstly, these sports focus on 
technique and accuracy in executing a jump, therefore horses perform 
the jump at a canter. Secondly, they are never performed in a group 
environment.  
 
Jumps racing is a completely different environment where the focus is 
to get over the finish line first. Horses typically jump the obstacles at a 
gallop, and if one horse falls there is a high risk of other horses tripping 
over the fallen horse or jockey. You can race a horse relatively safely, 
and you can jump a horse relatively safely, but you cannot do both. 
 
In addition, both show jumping and cross-country sports require years 
of schooling in order to perform at the highest levels, with each horse 
escalating to the next level based on its individual competency. In 
contrast, jumps racing is comprised of thoroughbreds who have not 
succeeded in flat races, and are tried over the jumps. Often jumps 
horses will only spend a few weeks training before being entered into a 
jumps trial.  
 
In cross-country and show jumping events, due to being performed on 
an individual level, the horse has the confidence to not initiate the 
jump if it is hesitant. However in the racing environment where multiple 



horses are competing, a horse will be less likely to pull out on its own 
volition due to the natural flight instinct of staying with the pack.  
 
The Coalition for the Protection of Racehorses recognises that 
eventing, show-jumping and other related equine sports are key 
avenues for life after racing of thoroughbred racehorses. In the 
absence of a mandatory retirement program for all racehorses, CPR 
strongly favours the retraining of ex-racing thoroughbreds into these 
disciplines to lessen the likelihood of them being discarded.  
 
 
Public Opinion: 
Every major animal welfare organisation is opposed to jumps racing 
including the RSPCA and Animals Australia, and consistently online polls 
and surveys show that the majority of the general public are opposed 
to jumps racing.  
 
Research conducted by Racing Victoria and the RSPCA are consistent 
with opinion polls on jumps racing:  
RVL research – 65% of people opposed to jumps racing 
RSPCA research - 74% of peopled aged between18-34 want jumps 
racing banned 
TheAge.com.au  - a 2011 poll of 1807 respondents found that 75% of 
people want jumps racing banned 
 
Furthermore, the former CEO of the South Australian Jockey Club 
(SAJC) stated to the ABC in 2014 “Providing there is the continual 
community resentment towards the cruelty association with jumps 
racing you'll find the community pressure will come to bear.” 
 
Mr Ploubidis, who ran the jockey club for eight years, said “With protests 
at every Oakbank Carnival and attendance down 25 per cent [in 
2014], jumps racing is turning the crowds away.” [9] 
 
Colin James of The Advertiser reflected on attending Oakbank in 2015 
with an opinion piece published after the carnival stating:  
 

“I am in the camp that believes the essence of Oakbank - its 
traditional heartbeat - are the steeple chases. Saying that 
though, I reluctantly also have reached the point where, if 
Oakbank has to ditch jumps racing and just run flat races to 
survive, then so be it. 
 
If you are into thoroughbred horse racing in all of its forms - 
sprints, middle-distance, long distance - then, yes, jumps can be 
the icing on the cake. But a serious question needs to be asked. 
Exactly how many people actually go to Oakbank for the 
racing? And of them, how many go just for the jumps?” [10] 

 
 



While there is some historical sentiment towards jumps racing, it does 
not justify the high rate of injury and death to horses – not to mention 
the negative PR that is creates for the racing industry. 
 
 
Economic Factors: 
The decline of Oakbank 
The Oakbank Easter Carnival was once hailed as one of the most 
successful racing carnivals in Australia, comfortably attracting in excess 
of 100,000 racegoers each year.  
 
However since 2010, the Oakbank Carnival has been marred by high 
profile horse fatalities such as those of Marc Of Thunder, Satu San, 
Virvacity and Art Success. Throughout this period, Oakbank has 
suffered a sharp decline in crowd attendance, revenue, sponsorship 
and net profit with the racing club operating at a financial loss for the 
last four years.   
 
	   2010	   2015	   Reduction	  (%)	  
Easter	  Attendance	   100,000	   45,850	   54	  
Admission	  Revenue	   $379,140	   $259,466	   32	  
 
The Oakbank Racing Club has recorded a loss in four out of the last five 
financial years, with the independent auditors stating in the 2015 
annual report:  
 
“Without further qualifying our opinion, we draw attention to Note 1 in 
the financial report which notes that Oakbank Racing Club 
Incorporated incurred an operating loss during the year ending 30th 
June 2015 and as at this date there is a deficiency in net current assets, 
These conditions indicate the existence of a material uncertainty which 
may cast significant doubt about the associations ability to continue as 
a going concern.” [11] 
 
The Oakbank Racing Club has also had to contend with key sponsors 
withdrawing their support following backlash over jumps racing. Some 
of these include major and longstanding sponsors such as Coopers 
Brewery, Yalumba Wines and Dulux Paints.  
 
The Oakbank Easter Carnival is currently sitting in a precarious position 
where, if it does not rebrand and modernise, it may simply be seen as a 
thing of the past. While jumps racing has been sentimental to 
Oakbank’s history, it is clear that it cannot be part of its future. The 
carnival needs to inspire a new generation of attendees. 
 
A survey conducted by the Adelaide Advertiser during the 2015 
Oakbank Carnival found that 80% of racegoers would still attend the 
following year, even if jumps racing was banned. This highlights that 
people are attracted to the atmosphere of a carnival and celebration, 



not the type of race that is held. The Oakbank Carnival could thrive 
into the future without jumps racing. [12] 
 
The South Australian Jockey Club 
The SAJC has been vocal in its stance on jumps racing, highlighting 
that it doesn’t generate sufficient revenue, and can alienate 
attendees.  
 
The SAJC made the brave decision to go public with its concerns in 
2014, demonstrating the uphill battle that Adelaide’s main 
metropolitan race club is facing with Thoroughbred Racing SA in trying 
to dump jumps racing events from its program.  
 
SAJC Chairman Tony Newman told The Advertiser in 2014 “Our board 
position is that we’d prefer not to have jumps racing at Morphettville. 
We believe it doesn’t generate anything positive for the SAJC and it 
runs the risk of having significant negatives for the SAJC and for 
Morphettville.” [13] 
 
Despite multiple calls for the club to relinquish the hosting of jumps 
races, Thoroughbred Racing South Australia has rejected this call 
leaving the club in a difficult position. This predicament highlights that 
the negative publicity that follows jumps racing is not only damaging to 
jumps racing itself, but to the wider racing industry.  
 
 
The alternative to jumps racing – high weight flat races 
Despite jumps racing creating very few jobs for jumps jockeys and 
trainers, there is a sound alternative that would ensure none of these 
individuals are left without another avenue to pursue.  
 
As jumps jockeys operate at a higher weight than standard flat 
jockeys, the most sensible alternative is for jumps racing to transition 
into high-weight flat racing – a class of racing where jumps jockeys 
would maintain their niche.  
 
High-weight flat racing is already underway with 15 races scheduled 
for the 2016 jumps racing season. The transition to high-weights could 
be done immediately, without repercussions, and eliminate the danger 
of jumps racing in South Australia.  
 
 
Thoroughbred Racing SA and a conflict of interest 
One of jumps racing’s most prominent advocates in South Australia is 
Frances Nelson QC, who is also the chairperson of Thoroughbred 
Racing SA – the industry body which determines whether jumps races 
are conducted in South Australia.  
 
This creates an inherent difficulty when clubs such as the South 
Australian Jockey Club no longer want to conduct jumps races for a 



multitude of reasons, however is forced to by the principal racing 
authority TRSA. 
 
In addition, while Frances Nelson QC is a highly respected legal figure, 
she also has personal connections to jumps racing as her son Bill 
Williams is a prominent jumps jockey who only recently retired from the 
sport. Even if there is only a perceived conflict of interest, it should be 
enough for Frances Nelson to remove herself from any decision-making 
regarding jumps racing’s future.  
 
 
Conclusion: A ban the only solution 
The TRSA has proven that it is incapable of making leadership decisions 
when it comes to weighing up the best interests of the wider racing 
industry, versus the handful of a minority of those who still have a 
cultural attachment to jumps racing.  
 
The longer jumps racing continues, images and video of distressed and 
dying horses will be blasted across TV channels and social media 
networks which will most certainly cement the last nail in Oakbank’s 
coffin. However, the wider racing industry will also suffer from this as 
younger generations who are discovering where their interests lie will 
view horse racing as out of touch with societal expectations, and will 
turn away from the sport altogether.  
 
Because of this, it is imperative that the South Australian Government 
intervenes and legislates against jumps racing in South Australia as has 
been done in New South Wales. In doing so, this will not only appease 
majority of South Australians who want to see jumps racing end, but will 
allow TRSA to be free of any responsibility associated with a ban, 
allowing the industry to move straight into promoting itself as a 21st 
century sport that is worthy of community support.  
 
Therefore, the Coalition for the Protection of Racehorses submits that 
the Parliamentary Inquiry into jumps racing in South Australia should 
examine the evidence that jumps racing is:  

• 19 times more dangerous than flat racing 
• responsible for approximately 15% of horses not finishing a race 
• responsible for extremely high attrition rates with approximately 

50% of jumps horses leaving the industry the after one year 
• Tiny in terms of industry participation 
• Unpopular with regard to economics and public support 
• A cause of unnecessary pain and suffering for animals who are 

injured 
• Creating disunity within the racing industry 

 
Accordingly, the Coalition for the Protection of Racehorses submits that 
the inquiry should recommend that the South Australian Government 
introduce legislation to ban jumps racing, leaving Victoria as the only 
state in Australia to continue with jumps races. 
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