ORSE
WATCH

e Coalition for
of Racehorses



INTRODUCTION

Deathwatch Report 2017

is the fourth annual report
that summarises all on-
track deaths of racehorses
around Australia over the
past 12 months. Research
and production is by the
Coalition for the Protection
of Racehorses.

This report was initiated
because the racing
industry does not collate
and publish specific
information relating to
on course horse deaths
themselves. From the
period 1st of August
2016 to 31st of July 2017
(the racing year), we
have monitored every
race Australia-wide and
gathered data on the
deaths of racehorses on
Australian racetracks.

This year the death toll
is 136 horses - 4 more
than last year.

In addition to the

136 horses killed on
racetracks in the last

12 months, many
thousands of horses die
every year from racing
related injuries off the
track in training or they
are killed prematurely
when they are no longer
commercially viable.

The 132 horses that died
on track during this
period represent 0.37%
of the approx 36,000
horses racing each year.
Many thousands more
disappear or cycle out
of the racing industry,
also known as wastage.



SOURCES OF DATA

Data for the
Deathwatch Report
has been gathered
from each state’s
official stewards
reports, which are
published on the
iIndividual state
websites, as well
as the Australian
Racing Fact Book
and various media
outlets.

However, it IS
Important to note
that most states do
not report deaths
while training or in
trials.

From this, it can

be drawn that if
these deaths were
disclosed, the total
number of deaths
would be far higher.



KEY FINDINGS

Catastrophic front limb injury

was the most common cause of death with 75 horses
dying from a range of injuries relating to their front limbs

On average one 5 horses

horse will die every co"apsed
YA X EVEY and died

11 horses died from cardiac issues

6 horses NSW had the 4 horses
died from most deaths died in
massive (58) followed jumps
bleeds by Victoria (26) B

63 horses had raced at 2 years old
was the most

Morphettville
dangerous age [T




CAUSES OF DEATH

Of the 136 Catastrophic
horses that hind limb injury
died on track, was the second
by far the most leading cause of
common cause death with 20
of death was Instances. Other
catastrophic causes of death
front limb were bleeds and
Injury with 75 cardiac failure.

occurrences.



COMPARISON

TO OTHER YEARS

Year Deaths

Ratio

2014 125

1 death every

2.9 days

2015 116

1 death every 3

days

2016 132

1 death every

2.8 days

2017 136

1 death every

2.6 days




CASE STUDIES

Almoonqith Harmonic
Sydney Cup tragedy La SS

Almoongqgith was a 7-

year-old gelding, who

started racing as a

2-year-old gelding in

America.

After being brought
to Australia, he was
very successful,
making almost
$Imillion in prize
money for his
connections.

However, on 8 April
2017, Almoonqith
broke his off-hind
cannon bone while
running in the
prestigious Sydney
Cup, and was killed
right there on the
track.

Raced as a baby

Harmonic Lass

was a 2-year-old
filly running in the
Wellington Boot. It
was just her third
time on a racetrack.

During the race, she
fractured her near
fore fetlock and
was killed. Unlike
more prestigious
racehorses, her
death was not
spoken about as
she had only made
around $4,000.

Her story highlights
a huge welfare
concern in the



Australian racing
iIndustry - racing
horses at just 2 years
old.

Putting young,
underdeveloped
racehorses on the

racetrack is absolutely

culpable. And if

they do not suffer
catastrophic injuries
at a young age, it still
pre-disposes them
to cumulative injury
further on down the
track.

Finke

Bleeding to death

Finke was a 5-year-
old gelding who had
been racing since

2 years old. After a
relatively successful
racing career, making

over $300,000 in prize
money, his life abruptly
ended at Morphettville

on 25 Feb 2017.

Finke pulled up from
his race distressed,
and collapsed in the
mounting yard. A
necropsy found that
he had ruptured

his aorta - suffering
a massive internal
bleed.

Wheeler
Fortune

Jumps racing cruelty

The annual
Oakbank Carnival

IS renowned for it’s
cruel jumps races

- which regularly
result in the deaths
of horses. This year
Was no exception

- with Wheeler
Fortune falling over
the final hurdle
right in front of a
crowd of racegoers,
including young
children.

A photo of him
standing with a



dangling front leg died while in

injury (which was trackwork on
reported to be a Hawkesbury

break to his near racetrack, suffering
fore cannon bone) a comminuted

shaped the image of fracture to his off
the rest of the Easter  fore metacarpus (a
Carnival, and once catastrophic front
again renewed calls for limb injury).

the ‘sport’, which is 20

times more dangerous New South Wales is

than flat racing, to be  the only state in the
banned. country that reports

deaths in training
Wheeler Fortune had and trackwork

race as a 2-year-old, in their stewards
and was brought to reports. If I'm
Australia from New Captain Oats had
Zealand. have been training

anywhere else, his

y = fate would not be
I m Captaln public knowledge.

Presumably, this is
oats the case for many
Never made a race other racehorses

, _ dying outside of
If I'm Captain Oats official races in

had have died in any th fat
state but New South /oY OHer State

Wales, we would have

never known about his
death.

The 2-year-old colt



STATISTICAL

INFORMATION




DEATHS BY CAUSE

CAUSE NUMBER

Catastrophic front 75 horses
limb injury

Catastrophic hind 20 horses
limb injury

Bleed © horses

Cardiac 12 horses

Collapsed and died 5 horses

Other 18 horses
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This report was written by the Coalition
for the Protection of Racehorses.

horseracingkills.com

Connect with us

f i,

@horseracingkills





