Dear BYD Automotive,

Can a brand built on innovation and community justify backing a sport associated with animal suffering and widespread social harm?
BYD proudly describes how their sponsorship programs create lasting positive change in their communities. They state ‘driving progress isn’t just about innovation, it’s about people, community and inclusion’ [1]
The sponsorship of the BYD Quokka Day in the upcoming Western Trilogy held in Perth, Western Australia, appears an unfortunate deviation from the stated aims of the BYD sponsorship program. Prior BYD sports sponsorships have been wholesome and enriching, promoting health and wellbeing within community.  Horse Racing has direct association with numerous negative social outcomes, animal cruelty, gambling harm and alcoholism. 

Animal cruelty 
Horse racing in Australia resulted in 175 on track deaths in the 24/25 racing year [2]. This racehorse mortality rate is absolutely unacceptable, if these numbers were seen in a human sport it would have been banned. Whips, bits, spurs and tongue ties are used to control and push horses harder and all cause pain or discomfort. Australian research indicates over 90% of racehorses have blood in their respiratory tract post race, this is a sign of over exertion. [4]

Social Harm – gambling and alcoholism
Horse racing is promoted as fashionable and glamourous particularly appealing to young adults, whilst the core element of betting within the culture normalises gambling. Research indicates early exposure, and normalisation can lead to problems with gambling in adulthood. Betting is central to horse racing and the environment and advertising normalises gambling. Studies show 46% of people who gamble are at risk of gambling harm and the harm extends out to affect their loved ones, family and friends [3]. The Australian Gambling Research Centre found:

‘Most Australians expressed concern about the availability of gambling and its impacts on the community, believing that there are ‘too many opportunities for gambling nowadays’ (77%)’

Horse racing culture encourages problem drinking, this is well documented in Australia and overseas. Combined with gambling this poses a risk to the community. 2024 federal government research indicates that 50% of gamblers consume alcohol alongside gambling [5]. 

Alcohol-related harm had an estimated social cost of $66.8 billion dollars in Australia from 2017 to 2018, which included the impact on workplaces, crime, healthcare, road safety, premature death, and overall quality of life. [6] The same paper states: 

‘the interrelated features of alcohol-related harm have been associated with physical assaults, injuries, child neglect and abuse, sexual crime, increased risk of suicidality, and partner violence; and ultimately lives being lost prematurely to events of family violence, homicide, suicide and accidents.’

We urge BYD to reconsider sponsorship of such a problematic ‘sport’ in the future, it does not align with a sustainable vision of societal progress nor the BYD brand message.
Let’s build a better, kinder future where no one is left behind.  

Kind regards,
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